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The mission of the 

Quilts of Valor 

Foundation is to 

cover service mem-

bers and veterans 

touched by war with 

comforting and heal-

ing Quilts of Valor®.  

Quilt of Valor ®, 

Quilts of Valor®, 

and QOV® are reg-

istered trademarks 

of the Quilts of Val-

or Foundation.  

Comfort & Healing 
I am writing as a representative of all women, who have lost a father to war, or have a father      

tormented by war memories, or have lost a brother, grandson, to the service of the United States 

of America.  I am writing as a woman who has helped to honor the members of the Alaska Nation-

al Territorial Guard, for defending our State - even before we were a State, and over 370 other 

veterans in villages, & towns in northern Alaska. 

I represent a team of ladies/men, sponsored by the Fairbanks Host Lions Club, and other generous 

sponsors (You know who you are!), who want to show appreciation to all our veterans & service 

members all year long.  We belong to a group called Quilting Lions & Friends, we are only one 

group of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.  We make homemade quilts.  We award them to our 

veterans & service members to show our appreciation & to honor them for their service to      

protect & defend our nation.  We believe that quilts equal comfort & healing.  

We believe it is wrong for a Korean War Veteran to say, "I served in the forgotten war."  It is 

wrong to hear a Vietnam Veteran say, "After the reception I got when I came home in San Francis-

co, I never told anyone I was in the service."  It is wrong to hear an Air Force Veteran say, "I don't 

deserve this because I never served in a war zone."  When asked what he did in the service, he told 

us he was a helicopter mechanic. I took this very personally because my son-in-law was a helicop-

ter pilot in Afghanistan. Just a few examples of why awarding comforting & healing quilts is our way 

of saying thank you for signing on that line saying that you will give up everything - including your 

life for all of us.  I am sure there are others who share these feelings.  I suspect that everyone read-

ing this knows a veteran or a current service member that deserves to know that our community 

respects their service and the price they are or have paid for our freedom.  They deserve the   

honor & comfort of a Quilt of Valor. 

Please contact us so that we may award your loved one; veteran or active service member with a 

Quilt of Valor.  We can arrange a private award at your home with family & friends, or at a       

location of your choice.  It takes a team.  We have a team of supporters, and a team of quilters, 

what we need is a team of citizens to tell us who they would like to see honored for their service 

& sacrifice to the United States of America. Please contact us or go on-line to Quilts of Valor  

Foundation (QOVF.org) to nominate your loved one for a Quilt of Valor.  Please help us to pro-

vide comfort & honor to those who have or are serving.  Let's make Veteran's Day happen more 

often. 

Submitted by Sally Benevento 

Leader Quilting Lions & Friends 

(Right) Quilting Lions and 

Friends in Fairbanks brought 

smiles to everyone attending 

their Veterans Day ceremo-

ny. Korean War veteran 

Theodore J. & wife Mary in 

front of his Quilt of Valor. 

Thank you for your 20 years 

of service in the Army.  

http://www.QOVF.org
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A L A S K A  V A L O R  N E W S  

Veterans Day in Alaska 
Thursdayõs snowfall may have buffered sounds, but it didnõt slow our Veterans Day activities around the state. Many 

QOVs were awarded in various manners. Whether it was a group setting or a car parade, you will see how QOV mem-

bers were able to safely wrap more of our men and women with their Quilts of Valor® as you read through this news-

letter. 

I was pleased we could award QOVS at two venues Thursday, the Wasilla Senior Center (WASI) and the Alaska Veter-

ans and Pioneer Home (AVPH). Both are annual events that we look forward to all year. The 2020 lockdown prevented 

us from visiting WASI at all, and the AVHP ceremony was done via Zoom last year. As I told the veterans at AVHP yes-

terday, I was glad to have been able to participate with them in the Zoom celebration last year but seeing them in person 

this year was much more pleasant to me. 

The WASI celebration is always held at 11 oõclock on Veterans Day, followed by their lunch. A huge crowd is always 

there to honor the veterans, and this year we were able to have the Alaska News Source there filming, too. I will let the 

smiles on the veteransõ faces tell the rest of the story. 

Ron Travis, the Past President of The Last Frontier Honor Flight and a Vietnam veteran, was the Master of Ceremonies 

at AVHP. A WWII and a Vietnam veteran presented the flags. Ron led us in The Pledge of Allegiance. The National An-

them was led by the beautiful voice of another veteran, accompanied by another resident on the piano. This was a heart-

felt ceremony for me because it was all done by and for the veterans themselves! As we awarded quilts some asked to 

speak. But probably the most stunning comment to me was when one man quietly said, òAfter all the years I served, this 

is the first time I have been recognized.ó HIPPA does not allow us to provide photos of that ceremony. 
  

Submitted by Linda Kau 

Alaska State Coordinator 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F08%2FVeterans-day-clip-art-free-veterans-titles-patriotic.jpeg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fveterans-day-clipart-image-50668%2F&docid=8CjEpQNKEbIndM
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49th State QOV, Petersburg 
We just had our òceremonyó this morning at the schools. We did a Veteransõ Parade, as we are in the middle of a big 

Covid outbreak here. We awarded 7 quilts. They drove past the elementary school and then stopped at the high school 

to receive their quilts. Three of the quilts we awarded were started at the high school ògive back to the communityó day 

in December 2019. We used Alex Andersonõs rail fence pattern.  Great one for teaching beginners. The other quilts 

were made by local guild members. 
  

Submitted by 

Carol Kandoll, Group Leader 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F08%2FVeterans-day-clip-art-free-veterans-titles-patriotic.jpeg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fveterans-day-clipart-image-50668%2F&docid=8CjEpQNKEbIndM
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A L A S K A  V A L O R  N E W S  

Windy Junction QOV Group 
Windy Junction QOV Group, Delta Junction, had lots of fun with Take 5 Sew Day.  We had 5 members (plus group lead-

er) in attendance.  A few ladies made at least 5 blocks and others worked on quilt tops and binding.  Our goal for the day 

was to award 5 QOV however due to other circumstances we awarded 3 QOV.  The Veterans who received their quilts 

were very appreciative and thankful.  One comment made, "those who truly deserve to be recognize did not come 

home".  A Veteran in attendance, received his QOV a couple years ago, expressed his thankfulness for all the volunteers 

to to reach out to Veterans. 

 

Pictures:  3 Veterans recognized: (l to r: Daniel C; Ron M; and John P) 2 group members (l to r: Jackie B and Marcia W) 

Windy Junction QOV Group has been busy this     

Veterans Day week.   

 

(Right) Another quilt was awarded, today November 

14th, to Elias Grossmann (Dawn Frazier's son).  Eli 

joined the US Army in January 2013 and is currently 

serving as an instructor at Black Rapids.  Eli deployed 

to Afghanistan in February 2014 till November 2014.  

It was a pleasure to honor Eli for his service. 

 

Submitted by 

Joyce Bendell, Group Leader 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F08%2FVeterans-day-clip-art-free-veterans-titles-patriotic.jpeg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fveterans-day-clipart-image-50668%2F&docid=8CjEpQNKEbIndM

